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Announcement

VEF Fellowship Program 2009

The Vietnam Education Foundation (VEF) is pleased to announce its 2009 VEF
Fellowship program. The Fellowship application and selection process is open,
competitive, and transparent. Applicants do not need to pay any fees to anyone in
order to apply or be considered for a VEF Fellowship. Winners are chosen based on
individual merits including academic performance, intellectual capabilities, English
capability, and the potential for scientific contribution to education and research.

For 2009, VEF expects to award up to 35 Fellowships.

Applications will be available ONLY online (online applications) and ONLY from
8:00 a.m., August 20, 2007, to 8:00 a.m., October 1, 2007 (Vietnam time zone).

1. Fields of study

VEF seeks highly qualified applicants interested in pursuing a Ph.D. or Master’s
degree at leading universities in the United States in the major disciplines of natural
science and technology (S&T), such as Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology,
Public Health, Agricultural Science, Computer Science, and Engineering.

2. Eligibility
In order to apply, applicants must meet the following requirements:

e Vietnamese by citizenship and not permanent residents in, or citizens of, any
country other than Vietnam;

e College graduates with a Bachelor’s degree in a field of S&T or college
seniors who will graduate with a degree in S&T by July 2009;

e Overall Grade Point Average (GPA) from college of at least 7.0/10.0. (Grades
on other scales must be converted into a 10-point scale according to VEF
guidelines. A grade conversion scale is available on the VEF website:
http://www.vef.gov/download/conversion_table.htm ); and



http://application.vef.gov

TOEFL score (either International or Institutional exam) of at least 500 for Paper-based Test (PBT)
(equivalent to 173 for Computer - based Test (CBT) and 61 for Internet-based Test (iBT)). A valid
TOEFL score report is absolutely necessary without exception, even if the applicant has a degree
from an English speaking country.

3. The selection processes of VEF Fellows

PROCESS A: For applicants who meet all the requirements in Section 2 above

There are three rounds of competition:

ROUND ONE - Qualification Screening

From 8:00 a.m. on August 20, 2007, to 8:00 a.m. on October 1, 2007, (Vietnam time
zone), applicants submit online applications. After a screening process based on past
academic performance, qualified applicants will be invited to take a standardized major
field test provided by the Educational Testing Service (ETS) (http://www.ets.org/mft) in
November 2007 (exact time and locations to be announced).

ROUND TWO - GRE Submission and Technical Review

Applicants will be divided by discipline and ranked according to their Major Field Test
scores. Applicants in the top 50% within each discipline will have to submit a GRE
(Graduate Record Examination) score report to VEF by April 10, 2008. Applications of
applicants with a minimum of a 1050 combined score on the verbal and quantitative
sections will be sent to the U.S. National Academies (NA) for technical review. The
technical review evaluation is based on the candidate’s achievement and potential to make
a contribution to science as shown by his/her past academic performance, test results, prior
research and work experience, honors and recognition, and statement of purpose.
Applicants recommended by the NA will be invited to the next round, the oral exam.

Note: From now to April 10, 2008, there will be two paper-based GRE Examinations held
in Vietnam, one in October 2007 and the other in February 2008. Please visit the Institute
of International Education, I1E’s website (www.iievn.org) for more information.

ROUND THREE - Oral Exam

In August 2008, U.S. scientists invited by the NA will conduct an oral exam in English, up
to 45 minutes long, for each applicant in Hanoi or Ho Chi Minh City. The U.S. scientists
will recommend to VEF qualified applicants (nominees) for a Fellowship. A final
Fellowship award will be made after a nominee receives official graduate admission to a
VEF Alliance school or a leading U.S. graduate program that accepts the VEF’s financial

support terms.

PROCESS B: For applicants who meet all the requirements in Section 2 above
and have independently gained official graduate admission to a VEF Alliance
school or a leading graduate program that accepts VEF’s financial support
terms.

We will accept applications for PROCESS B via our website in February 2009.

There are two rounds of competition:



ROUND ONE - Qualification Screening

From February to mid-March 2009, VEF will accept and review applications from
applicants who have been admitted to at least one leading S&T graduate program in the
U.S. for the Fall 2009 term. The school must either be a member of the VEF Alliance or
must accept the VEF’s financial support terms.

ROUND TWO - Interview
In early April 2009, the most competitive applicants will be invited to an interview after
their applications are reviewed by the NA. Qualified applicants will be recommended to
the VEF Board for approval.

For both Process A and Process B, the final decision on VEF Fellowship awards will be
made by the VEF Board of Directors in April 2009.

Note: The above is the intended VEF time-line of activities for the selection process for 20009.
VEF reserves the right to make changes as circumstances require. Any changes will be posted
ONLY on VEF’s official website at www.vef.gov.

4. Preparation for the VEF Fellowship Online Application

To prepare for the online applications, applicants must do the following:

1. TRANSCRIPTS. Applicants are required to prepare transcripts from undergraduate studies
translated into English with a notarization or with an official school stamp.

2. TOEFL SCORE. If an applicant’s most recent TOEFL score is less than 500 for Paper-based
Test (PBT) (equivalent to 173 for Computer-based Test (CBT) and 61 for Internet-based Test
(iBT)) or, if a TOEFL test score is too old for the VEF Fellowship application (more than 24
months for International TOEFL and 12 months for Institutional TOEFL), applicants should
contact the Institute of International Education in Hanoi (Phone 04-726-2524, Website
www.iievn.org) or the International Investment Group (11G) Vietnam (Phone 04- 773-2411,
Website www.iigvietnam.com) to register and pay fees for either an Institutional or
International TOEFL exam. Immediate registration and testing are recommended to ensure
that scores will be ready prior to VEF’s application deadline.

VERY IMPORTANT: If the applicant fails to submit undergraduate transcripts and
TOEFL scores as required above before the application deadline, the application will be
automatically rejected.

3. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE. Each applicant must prepare a Statement of Purpose essay,
giving three reasons for wanting to pursue a graduate degree program in the U.S. on a VEF
Fellowship. Objectives must be stated clearly with explanations about how a VEF Fellowship
would help the applicant achieve his or her stated objectives. The essay must be well-
organized and composed in excellent English and must not be more than two A4 pages
single-spaced. The quality and content of this essay are extremely important factors in
determining the applicant’s candidacy for a VEF Fellowship. Below are some suggestions of
information to include:

Work and research experience

o Narrative of work and research experience



Description of a scientific challenge that the applicant faced and how s/he
managed and solved that challenge, including the lessons learned. This can be a
success or a failure, but it must be memorable.

Future plans

Desired fields of study (several specific subjects and general research interests)
ranked according to priority

Objectives and impact of one’s proposed research or project(s)

Contribution of the proposed research or project(s) to the development of science
and technology in Vietnam

4. GRE Preparation: Although a GRE score is only required after applicants pass the Major
Field Test ,VEF encourages all applicants to study and register for the GRE test as soon as

possible because:

It takes time to get a high GRE score.

There are only two GRE tests organized in Vietnam from now to April 10, 2008.
GRE is a requirement of most graduate programs in the U.S. So even if an
applicant fails to get a VEF Fellowship, he/she still has to take a GRE test if
he/she wants to go to the U.S. for graduate study.

*kkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkikkik

If you have any questions regarding the VEF 2009 Fellowship selection process,

please e-mail vef2009@vef.gov, or phone 04 936 3670.

For more information on VEF and the VEF Fellowship, visit the website:

www.vef.gov
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VEF Financial Support Terms

The VEF Fellowship program is 5 years for doctorates and 2 years for masters.
Most VEF Fellows are admitted for a doctoral program.

If an applicant is qualified for and offered a VEF fellowship, the financial
parameters of the VEF fellowship will be as follows:

1. During a VEF Fellow’s first two years at the School (Years 1 and 2), VEF will
provide an annual fellowship grant of $27,000 (Twenty Seven Thousand U.S.
Dollars) to the School. This grant amount is in lieu of all required deposits; school
orientation fees; tuition and required fees for the academic year and summer
session; required health insurance for the calendar year; required books and
educational equipment; and university graduate stipends for 12 calendar months.

2. During the subsequent three years of graduate study (Years 3, 4, and 5), the
school is expected to provide a graduate assistantship (e.g. research assistantship
and/or teaching assistantship) and/or other forms of support to the Fellow that
would cover all educational and living expenses. During this period, the Fellow
will also receive an annual professional development grant of $3,000 directly
from VEF.

3. VEF will be the official J-1 visa sponsor during the fellowship period and pay
for all related visa and health check-up fees in Vietnam. VEF will also pay for all
costs related to the legally required pre-departure orientation program in Vietnam.

4. VEF will be responsible for the costs of transportation from the Fellow’s home
to the school and return home at the end of the training period. In addition, VEF
will offer the student a modest sum of money for settling-in incidentals. As VEF
searches for the best Vietnamese scholars and prepare them for graduate training
in the U.S., we look for top U.S. academic institutions to join us in supporting
them.
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Théng Bao
Chwong trinh Hoc bang VEF 2009

Quy Giéo duc Viét Nam (VEF) xin théng béo vé chuong trinh hoc bong cho nam
hoc 2009. Qua trinh nop don va tuyén chon Nghién ctru sinh VEF 13 mot qué trinh
ma, canh tranh va minh bach. Cac ung vién khdng phai nop bat ky khoan 1¢ phi nao
dé tham du vao quy trinh tuyén chon nay. Tiéu chi lya chon bao gom trinh d6 hoc
van, nang lyc tri tug, cac ky nang tiéng Anh, va kha niang cdng hién khoa hoc cho su
nghiép gido duc va nghién ctru caa Viét Nam.

VEF duy dinh s& cap 35 suét hoc bong cho nam hoc 2009.

VEF s& bt dau nhan don xin hoc bong cho nam hoc 2009 tryc tiép trén mang, tir 8
gio ngay 20/8/2007 dén 8 gio ngay 1/10/2007 (gio Viét Nam).

1. Cac nganh hoc dwoc VEF cip hoc béng

VEF cip hoc bdng cho chuong trinh hoc lay bang Tién si va Thac si tai nhirng
truong dai hoc hang dau cua Hoa Ky, cho cac nganh khoa hoc tu nhién va céng nghé
nhu: Toan hoc, Vat ly, Hoa hoc, Sinh hoc; Y té Cong cong, Nong nghiép, Khoa hoc
May tinh, va cac nganh Ky thuat.

2. Déi twong dwoc ndp don xin hoc béng VEE

Dé nop don xin hoc bong VEF, ung vién phai dap tng duoc tat ca nhirng yéu cau
dudi day:

e Lacdng dan mang qudc tich Viét Nam va khong la cong dan Viét Nam
thuong tru dai han tai mot quoc gia khac.

e Lasinh vién nam cuoi (s& tét nghiép dai hoc trudc thang 7/2009), hoac da co
bang Cur nhén chinh quy trong c&c nganh khoa hoc va cong nghé.

e Diém trung binh dai hoc toi thicu Ia 7.00/10.00. (Céc thang diém khac phai
quy doi twong ng sang thang diem 10 theo mau caa VEF. Bang quy doi
diém c6 tai http://www.vef.gov/download/conversion_table.htm)

e C6 chiing chi Institutional hogc International TOEFL tdi thiéu 500 diém cho
Paper—based Test (PBT) (twong tng voi 173 dieém cho Computer—based Test



(CBT) va 61 diém cho Internet-based Test (iBT)). bay layéu cau bt budc, &p dung cho tat
ca cac ng vién ké ca cac ing vién da c6 bang Pai hoc hoic Thac si tir nhitng nuéc st dung
tiéng Anh.

3. Quy trinh Tuyén sinh VEF

QUY TRINH A: Ap dung cho ng vién c6 di cac diéu kién yéu ciu & phan 2

C6 ba vong tuyén chon:

VONG 1 — Xét duyét hé so

Tir 8 gio ngay 20/8/2007 dén 8 gio ngay 1/10/2007 (giv Viet Nam): Dang ky du tuyén truc
tiép trén mang. Sau khi xét duyét hd so dua trén thanh tich hoc tap, cac tng vién du tiéu
chuan s& dugc mai tham dy mot ky thi chuyén mén dic biét (Major Field Test, MFT) do
Vién Khao thi Gido duc (ETS) (http://www.ets.org/mft) ra dé vao thang 11 nam 2007 (thoi
gian va dia diém thi s& duoc théng bao sau).

VONG 2 - Ngp diém GRE

Cac tng vién s& dugc phan theo nganh hoc va duoc xép hang dua trén két qua thi chuyén
mon. C4c tng vién c6 diém thi chuyén mén nam & nhém 50% dau tién trong mdi nganh hoc
s& phai nop diém GRE (Graduate Record Examination) cho VEF trugc ngay 10/4/2008. Ho
so ctia Cac ing vién co diém GRE tir 1050 tra 1én s& dwoc guri sang Vién Han 1am Hoa Ky dé
xét duyét. Tiéu chi dé xét duyét hd so & vong nay 1 cac thanh tyu va tiém ning cng hién
cho khoa hoc dugc thé hién thong qua két qua hoc tap, két qua thi chuyén mén, kinh nghiém
lam viéc va nghién ctu, cac giai thuang, bang khen va bai tiéu luan. Nhitng tng vién duoc dé
nghi boi Vién Han 1am Hoa Ky s& dugc moi tham duy ky thi van dép.

Lwu y: Tur nay dén ngay 10/4/2008 s& chi c¢6 2 ky thi GRE dugc to chuc tai Viét Nam vao
thang 10 nam 2007 va thang 2 nam 2008. Dé co thém thdng tin vé céc ky thi GRE ¢ Viét
Nam, xin tham khao trén trang web cua Vién Giao duc Qudc té (11E) tai Viét Nam
(www.iievn.org)

VONG 3 - Thi van dap

Vao thang 8 nam 2008, ky thi vin dap s& duoc tién hanh bang tiéng Anh bai céc gido su va
céc nha khoa hoc Hoa Ky tai Ha Noi hoac Thanh phd Ho Chi Minh. Thoi gian thi van dép
cho mdi ung vién 1a 45 phit. Cac nha khoa hoc Hoa Ky s& gioi thiéu cho VEF nhiing thi sinh
du tiéu chuan dé xét cap hoc bong. Hoc bdng sé& duoc quyét dinh sau khi nhiing thi sinh nay
nhan dugc thu chap nhan chinh thirc vao mét chuong trinh sau dai hoc thudc Lién hiép Bdng
minh VEF (VEF Alliance) hoic mot chuong trinh sau dai hoc hang dau chap nhan diéu khoan
hd tro tai chinh cua VEF.

QUY TRINH B: Ap dung cho nhiing @ng vién c6 di cac diéu kién da néu & phan
2 va dwoc nhan vao mat chwong trinh sau dai hoc hang dau cia Hoa Ky.
Chwong trinh sau dai hoc nay phai thugc Lién hiép Pong minh VEF hoic chap
nhan diéu khoan hd tre tai chinh caa VEF.

VEF s& nhan don cho quy trinh B qua trang web ctia Quy vao thang 2 nam 20009.

C6 hai vong tuyén chon:



VONG 1- Xét duyét ho so

Tir théang 2 dén giira thang 3 nam 2009, VEF nhan ho so qua mang va xét don caa nhiing tng
vién d4 tu xin hoc va da dwoc nhan vao mot chuong trinh sau dai hoc hang dau vé khoa hoc
va cong nghé cua Hoa Ky cho khoa hoc mua thu 2009. Chuong trinh nay phai la thanh vién
cua Lién hiép Bong minh VEF hozc phai dong y vai didu khoan hd trg tai chinh cua VEF.

VONG 2 - Phéng van

Vao dau thang 4 nam 2009, nhitng ttng vién xuat sic nhat s& dwgc mai di phong van sau khi
hé so cua ho d4 duoc Vién Han 1am Hoa Ky xét duyét. Nhiing ngudi duoc dé cir sé duoc gidi
thiéu voi Hoi ddng Quan tri VEF dé quyét dinh trao hoc bong.

Hoi ddng Quan tri VEF sé dwa ra quyét dinh cudi cuing vé hoc bong VEF cho hai qué trinh
A va B vao thang 4 nam 2009.

Luur 2 Quy trinh tuyén sinh ké trén ciia VEF Ia ké hogch dy kién cho nam hgc 2009 va c6 thé
thay doi tuy theo nhu cau cia Quy. Moi thay doi sé chi duwec thdng bdo qua trang web cia
VEF tai www.vef.qov .

4. Qua trinh Chuin bi

Dé hoan tat mdu don du tuyén trén mang, #ng vién can chudn bi theo hawéng dén sau:

1. BANG BIEM: Ung vién can chuén bj Bang diém Dai hoc cong ching hoac c6 dau cua truong
bang tieng Anh véi diém trung binh khéng duéi 7.00/10.00.

2. PIEM TOEFL : Néu chua c6 chitng nhan TOEFL véi téi thiéu 500 diém cho Paper—based
Test (PBT) (tuong g véi 173 diém cho Computer—based Test (CBT) va 61 diém cho Internet—
based Test (iBT)), hoic ching nhan TOEFL da hét gié tri (24 thang doi véi International TOEFL
va 12 thang d6i véi Institutional TOEFL), &ng vién can dang ki thi TOEFL. Dé thi TOEFL noi bo
(Institutional), tng vién cé thé ding ki tai van phong Vién Gido duc Quéc té (11E) tai Ha Noi
(Dién thoai: 04-726-2524, Website: www.iievn.org). Dé thi TOEFL qudc té (International), tng
vién c6 thé dang ki tai International Investment Group (11G) Viét Nam (Dién thoai: 04-773-2411,
Website: www.iigvietnam.com). Cac ting vién phai ty diang ky va tu tra I¢ phi thi TOEFL. Ung
vién can dang ky sém dé nhan duoc két qua truéc ngay hét han nop don cua VEF.

Lwu v quan trong: Pén ngay hét han ngp don, néu ing vién nao chua c6 Bing diém Dai
heoc va ching nhd@n TOEFL theo yéu cau ¢ trén thi hé se cia ieng vién do sé tw dong bi logi.

3. BAI TIEU LUAN: Chuan bi mét bai tiéu luan bang tiéng Anh, trinh bay ba Iy do tai sao mudn
xin hoc chuong trinh sau dai hoc tai Hoa Ky bang hoc bong VEF. Ung vién ciing can trinh bay rd
myc tiéu cua minh va Iy giai VEF c6 the gilp d& dat dugc muc tiéu d6 nhu thé nao. Bai viét phai
rd rang, tiéng Anh tt va khong dai qua hai trang gidy A4, dong don. Chét luong bal viét a yéu td
dac biét quan trong trong viéc lya chon ung vién du diéu kién dugc xem xét dé cap hoc bong
VEF. Sau day la mot s6 goi y:

Céc kinh nghiém lam viéc va nghién cizu

e Néu nhirng kinh nghiém lam viéc va nghién cuu.

e Trinh bay mét thir thach trong khoa hoc d4 trai qua (c6 thé 1a thanh cong
hoic that bai nao d6 dang nhé), cach d6i mat véi thir théach d6 va cac bai hoc
rat ra sau do.



Ké hoach trong tweng lai

e Linh vuc khoa hoc muén nghién ctu (c6 thé néu mot hoic vai linh viuc
chuyén nganh, hozc cac van dé nghién ciru chung theo thir ty uu tién).

e Néu rd myc dich va mic d¢ anh huong cua dé an nay.

e Dién giai d¢ 4n du dinh nghién ciu s& dong gép nhu thé nao cho viéc xay
dung nén Khoa hoc va Céng nghé Viét Nam.

4.CHUAN BI THI GRE: Mic di VEF khdng yéu cau cac tmg vién phai nop diém GRE cho dén
khi cac ung vién da vuot qua vong thi chuyén mon (MFT), cac tng vién van nén hoc va dang ki
thi GRE cang sém cang tot vi cac ly do sau:

> Dé co diém GRE tdt doi hoi cac ung vién phai dau tu rt nhiéu thoi gian
> Tur nay cho dén ngay 10/4/2008, chi c6 2 ky thi GRE duoc té chuc tai Viét Nam
> Diém GRE la mot yéu cau bat buoc ddi véi hau hét cac chuong trinh sau dai hoc tai

Hoa Ky, vi thé du khang nhan duoc hoc bong VEF, cac ang vién van phi thi va co
diém GRE néu muon xin vao hoc tai c&c chuong trinh sau dai hoc tai Hoa Ky.

*khkkhkkkkkhkhkkikhkkkkhkkhkiikkikk

Moi cau hoi vé qua trinh tuyén sinh VEF nam hoc 2009 xin lién hé theo dia chi
vef2009@vef.gov, hoic dién thoai 04 936 3670.

Dé biét thém thong tin vé VEF va chuong trinh hoc bdng VEF, xin tham khao trén trang Web:
www.vef.gov
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Piéu khoan H§ tro Tai chinh cia VEF

Chuong trinh hoc bong VEF kéo dai 5 nam ddi véi cac Nghién ciu sinh [am
Tién si, va 2 nam doi vai cac Nghién ctru sinh lam Thac si.

Néu mét ang vién dua kha nang, va duoc nhan hoc béng VEF, thi cac diéu khoan
hd tro tai chinh caa VEF s& nhu sau:

1. Trong hai nam dau (nam 1 va 2), VEF cung c4p tryc tiép cho truong mot

khoan hd tro 1a $27000/ nam (hai muoi bay nghin b la My). S6 tién nay
dugc dung dé chi tra tt ca cac khoan chi phi can thiét bao gom; cac 1é
phi lién quan dén viéc dinh hudng cho sinh vién khi méi vao truong, hoc
phi va cac 1& phi khéc cho mét nam hoc chinh va ki nghi he, bao hiém'y
té cho mét nam hoc, sach, trang thiét bi hoc tap, va tién sinh hoat phi cho
12 théang.

Trong ba nam tiép theo (nam 3, 4, va 5), trudng s& phai chi tra tit ca hoc
phi va chi phi sinh hoat bing cach cho cac Nghién cau sinh VEF lam Tro
giang va/hoic Tro ly nghién ciu hodc cac hinh thic hé trg khéc. Trong 3
nam nay, Nghién ciru sinh s& nhan duoc mot khoan hd tro phat trién
chuyén mén tryc tiép tir VEF trj gia $3000.

VEF s& 1a nha tai tro Visa cho cac Nghién ctiu sinh trong suét thoi gian
nhan hoc bong va tra cac chi phi lién quan dén viéc kiém tra sirc khoé va
xin Visa ¢ Viét Nam. VEF ciing hd trg cac khoan chi phi cho chuong
trinh dinh hudng trudce khi 1én duong tai Viét Nam theo luat  phap quy
dinh.

VEF chi tra chi phi di lai tir nha caa cac Nghién cau sinh dén truong va
chi phi tir truong quay vé khi khoa hoc két thiic. Ngoai ra, VEF con cap
cho cac Nghién cau sinh mot khoan hd trg dé 6n dinh cudc sdng khi méi
sang Hoa Ky. Vi VEF da chon loc nhitng nguoi gioi nhat va chuan bi cho
ho sang hoc tai cac chuong trinh sau dai hoc tai Hoa Ky, VEF chon
nhitng truong dai hoc hang dau caa Hoa Ky dé cuing chia sé kinh phi dao
tao cac Nghién cuu sinh.



