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Chile
The MSI had its debut at a major convocation in Chile  in 1998. By January of 1999, three MSI Institutes and five smaller MSI Nuclei, chosen competitively, were up and running in Chile. Embedded outside the traditional science establishment, the MSI survived a change in national government and received a new influx of loan and government funds. By 2001, five more MSI Nuclei had been created. Since the program's initiation, two MSI scientists have been awarded prestigious Chilean national science prizes. A competition for five new Nuclei concluded in July 2003. A fourth round Nucleus competition is currently underway, with final selections to be made in January 2005. The Chile MSI is governed by a Secretariat based in Santiago. Details, including synopses of scientific work underway at the MSI Institutes and Nuclei, are available at the Chile MSI website.  The World Bank's evaulation of the Chile MSI is available here.

Mexico
Mexico inaugurated the MSI in 2001 with four competitively-selected MSI Institutes.  The Mexican MSI also is developing programs to encourage interactions between science and the private sector. In May 2004, SIG and CONACYT co-sponsored a conference at the Universidad Autonóma de Nuevo León in Monterrey, Mexico entitled Science and Technology in Mexico: Bringing Innovation to the Marketplace.  The next round of MSI competitions is expected to include an emphasis on research which has the potential to be commercialized.

Brazil
The Brazil MSI, established in 2002 through the redirection of an existing World Bank education loan, consists of two Integrated Research Institutes  which bring a variety of disciplines to bear on pressing environmental concerns in Brazil, and fifteen competitively selected MSI Institutes. A comprehensive report on the Brazil MSI was prepared in December 2002. A new call for proposals will be issued by the end of 2004, and new institutes are scheduled to be in place by spring of 2005.
Africa
Uganda  |  Cameroon |  Botswana |  Namibia |  Tanzania  |  African Mathematics MSI

The concept for a regional MSI in sub-Saharan Africa was created by a group of African scientific and academic leaders who represent a variety of fields and nationalities, brought together by the Science Initiative Group (SIG)  and with the participation of the Third World Academy of Sciences, The African Academy of Sciences, and The World Bank . Over a series of four meetings, proposals for three initiatives, each addressing areas of strategic importance for the region, were developed. They were further refined upon extensive consultation with local scientific communities and potential financing agencies. Initiatives are planned in biotechnology (Uganda, Cameroon, Botswana and Namibia); instrumentation and information and communications technology (Tanzania); and mathematics (involving both Anglophone and Francophone sub-Saharan Africa). 
Uganda
A major national S&T strategy is being planned in Uganda, beginning with an MSI competition.  The principal focus of the Uganda Biotechnology MSI is genomic and post-genomic approaches to the development of vaccines and drugs, particularly for malaria. A second focus is the identification and development of natural plant products of potential economic value.
Cameroon
The Cameroon component of the Biotechnology MSI, to be based at the University of Buea, will focus on bioinformatics and biotechnology.  SIG is working with the scientific community and The World Bank to put together financing for this MSI.
Botswana
The Botswana component of the Biotechnology MSI is expected to focus on analytical chemistry and natural product screening, primarily at the University of Botswana, Gaborone. It is in an earlier stage of development than the MSIs in Uganda and Cameroon.
Namibia
The Namibia component of the Biotechnology MSI is expected to focus on screening of natural plant products, primarily at the University of Namibia, Windhoek.  Similar to Botswana, the Namibia MSI is in an earlier stage of development.
Tanzania
The Tanzania MSI will expand the instrumentation and ICT resources available to African scientists and strengthen training programs for technicians, students, and researchers.  Both the University of Dar es Salaam and the Tanzania Industrial Research and Development Organization (TIRDO) are involved in the design of this MSI.
African Mathematics MSI (AMMSI)
AMMSI will take the form of a distributed network of mathematics research and training, with emphases on graduate education and applied mathematics.  The network has been initiated in sub-Saharan Africa and will eventually extend throughout the continent.  AMMSI also works collaboratively with the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) in South Africa.
Vietnam
In consultation with scientists, universities, government agencies in Vietnam and donors, the Vietnamese Ministry of Science and Technology (MOST) is developing a proposal for the creation of centers of excellence in Vietnam through an appropriate MSI model. These centers will be designed to respond to the socio-economic development needs of Vietnam, particularly in education and human resources.  Dedicated to world-class science, the centers will serve as magnets to attract home Vietnamese students who have studied abroad and as training grounds for new generations of Vietnamese scientists.  

The MSI in Vietnam will complement programs of the Vietnam Education Foundation, particularly its Graduate Fellowship Program.
Other MSIs
SIG has been invited to explore the possibility of establishing MSIs in a number of other countries and regions including South Africa, Bangladesh, Central America, Kazakhstan, Latvia and Argentina, and is engaged in discussions with the governments, scientific community and financing organizations.

 




