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CNPq: beyond the limits
The Lattes Platform

The Lattes Platform is a complex of information systems, data bases and portals designed to formulate, manage and disseminate ST&I, with the objectives of structuring the development of Science and Technology in the country and providing subsidies to scientists, researchers, technologists, development agencies and governments.

The initiative was created by CNPq in a partnership with technicians from the Stela Group, at the Federal University of Santa Catarina (UFSC). Linked to such other data bases as SciElo, LiLACS, the INPI patent base and dissertation and thesis bases from a number of universities, the Lattes Platform is an efficient instrument for exchanging constantly updated information that makes it possible to consult and evaluate the nation's scientific and technological output in qualitative terms. The structure is designed in such a way as to meet the needs of users, development agencies and teaching and research institutions.

The Lattes Platform has recently attracted considerable attention in countries such as Portugal, Colombia, Venezuela, Chile and Mexico, all of which have expressed the desire to integrate their ST&I management and dissemination systems into the highly successful Brazilian initiative.

The structure of the Platform is based on four pillars: the Lattes Curriculum, the Listing of Research Groups in Brazil, the Listing of Institutions and the CNPq Managerial Development System. Among these, one should emphasize the following:

The Lattes Curriculum

Who does research in Brazil? What is being researched? How many patents does the country have in the area of mineral production? What is the territorial distribution of Brazilian research in pharmacology? 

These are just some of the examples of the information that can be found in the Lattes Curricula (the first system of the Lattes Platform) which brings together information on the scientific and academic lives of researchers, students, teachers, managers, technicians and professionals working in the area of Science and Technology. On average, CNPq receives between 12 and 15 new Lattes Curricula per working hour.

In the first two and a half years of operation, the System was responsible for an increase of 250% in the curricular coverage of S&T accumulated in the seven previous years. In July 2002, the data base surpassed the mark of 200 thousand registered curricula.

The wealth of standardized information offered by the Lattes data system, obligatory utilization of the system in requests for financing and the high degree of dissemination of the system over the Internet have led several higher education institutions and research development agencies in Brazil to adopt Lattes as their institutional curriculum.

Listing of Research Groups in Brazil

Upon accessing the Listing of Research Groups in Brazil, the user will be provided with answers rarely available in a single site. Which research groups in Brazil work in the area of biogenetics, with staff members trained in engineering? Who are the Brazilian scholarship researchers holding patents in Precision Mechanics? These are just two examples of the questions that can be easily resolved by consulting the listing.

Since 1993, CNPq has carried out a census every two years in order to define the level of research activities in Brazil. This has been the major instrument used since that time to maintain the base constantly updated. All of the research groups working in Brazil are listed, with detailed descriptions of their staff members, their lines of investigation and areas of knowledge being developed, sectors of application, masters and doctoral courses with which the group maintains contact and the results of their scientific and technological production. Currently, 357 institutions are encompassed by the listing, including universities, research institutes, nongovernmental organizations and government companies. 

The information included in the Listing and in the Lattes Curricula data base are compatible and complementary and provide users with several different systems for analyzing the nation's scientific and technological production. The major difference between the two systems is the fact that the Lattes Curriculum provides an individual profile of the professional's activity, while the Listing of Research Groups makes it possible to chart Brazilian researchers and gather knowledge on the nature of their collective work.
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