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CNPq: beyond the limits
ST&I for all

In Brazil, output of Science, Technology and Innovation has been mostly concentrated in the southeast and south regions of the country. In the context of the Local Innovations Systems Program (MCT), CNPq is developing the following activities with the overall aim of altering this situation and potentializing varied local and regional capacities in its efforts to generate and disseminate technical progress and, in this way, contribute to increasing economic competitiveness and enhancing the quality of life of the population:

- Fostering Management of Technological Incubators and Parks: support studies and implementation of technological incubators and parks in Brazil and contribute to the strengthening and formation of agents in the area of technological innovation;

- Fostering Generation and Adaptation of Appropriate Technologies: program targeted to small communities with the objective of generating and adapting technologies in order to make them useful to the local productive sector. Activities are carried out in partnership with the States involved in the undertaking as well as with local producers. The program prioritizes the shortages faced by the various sectors, the needs of the beneficiaries and the climatic peculiarities of the different regions; and

- Fostering Systems of Innovation: targeted at carrying out studies on demand for Sector-by-Sector Technological Services, implementation of Management Structures, Technological Management of Sectoral Technological Entities (ETS) and human resources training.

The Xingó Institute is at the center of this program and is charged with generating and adapting specific technologies for the semi-arid region. The aim is to contribute to increased employment and income for the local population. To achieve this end, projects are implemented in the areas of Education and Labor Management, Biodiversity in the northeastern interior known as the "Caatinga", Energy, Water Resources, Fish Breeding, Agropastoral Activities, Information and Dissemination, Archeology and Historic Legacy and Tourism and Hotel Services.
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