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CNPq: beyond the limits
International cooperation toward advanced integration

International cooperation is an instrument of essential importance to fostering the development of a nation and to building the technical, scientific and technological capacity of companies, universities and research institutions, in the dual pursuit of the well being of the nation's population and meeting the demands of the increasingly competitive new world economy. Parallel to these objectives, cooperation is a secure and effective instrument in deepening political and economic bonds among the nations involved.

Today, Brazil has the elements required to generate initiatives that are compatible with the nation's position on the international scenario. The country has a sophisticated technological base and significant highly qualified human resources who have been trained over a period of many years. The researchers involved in these efforts have generated enormously important successes in such fields as biodiversity and studies of the genome and, as a result, have raised Brazilian ST&I to world class levels.

By implementing its policies and practices, CNPq has contributed to the development of leading edge Science, Technology and Innovation, seeking to integrate the national scientific and technological base with the different groups, institutions and segments of the international scientific and technological community through joint development of R&D projects and cooperative activity in themes and areas of mutual interest.

The role of CNPq in this context of international cooperation is evident in the bilateral and multilateral cooperation agreements and programs in which the institution participates.

As far as bilateral cooperation is concerned, CNPq activities are targeted primarily toward priority themes and areas of interest defined in specific documents negotiated between the countries involved. Efforts are made to meet the demands of various areas of knowledge through execution of joint research and development projects and human resources training programs.

Multilateral cooperation has the objective of meeting the strategic demands of a regional or thematic character within a framework of integrated research programs in mutually selected areas and subareas of interest. This type of cooperation tends to concentrate on programs of economic and social relevance, some of which are marked by significant technological content.

Currently, CNPq has cooperation agreements with 29 countries, involving 53 research development agencies. Several of the agreements and programs are recognized for their social significance and scientific excellence. It is important to note that various private sector national companies are involved in many of these projects, particularly those that have greater technological content.
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