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CNPq: beyond the limits
Health research

Coping with the biases of their times, researchers have persisted in their observations and experimentation down through the years in a spirit of dedication and daring and, among other discoveries, have vastly expanded our knowledge of the human body and other organisms. Today, health research at the world level is one of the best structured areas of study, marked by well-defined safety regulations, government supports, specifically allocated funding and acceptance on the part of the population.

In Brazil, health research is carried out by both the government and private sector. CNPq is charged with activities in the framework of MCT's Health Research Development Program which has the objective of fostering research and development of product, process and service technologies applied to the public health sector. In seeking this end, it concentrates its efforts in four areas:

· Fostering Research into Quality Management in the Health Sector: supports research based on comparative analyses, evaluation and management of the quality of local and national health systems, with the aim of developing alternative strategies that will contribute to improvement in the health conditions of society;

· Fostering Research on Externally Caused Morbidity/Mortality: targeted at coordinating multidisciplinary study groups that develop research on the impacts of poverty on health and the influence of external factors on morbidity/mortality rates (violence, accidents, intoxication due to exposure to chemical agents, and others);

· Fostering Research into Infectious and Parasitic Diseases: supports production of new knowledge capable of leading to solutions to problems related to infectious and parasitic diseases by adopting a transdisciplinary approach and prioritizing the development of research networks; and

· Fostering Research into Chronic-Degenerative and Nontransmissible Diseases: supports initiatives and research that generate the new knowledge required to cope with the problems caused by chronic-degenerative and nontransmissible diseases.
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