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CNPq: beyond the limits
Exploring the frozen continent

In territorial expanse, the Antarctic is practically twice the size of Brazil and concentrates 90% of the planet's ice. At the same time, it is responsible for a major share of the ocean's currents and the global atmosphere. Evidently, intervention in this environment has repercussions on the two hemispheres. For all of these reasons, the Antarctic is considered to have strategic importance to the study of the world's ecosystem.

In 1982, the Brazilian Antarctic Program (PROANTAR) began the nation's research efforts during Antarctic Operation I and resulted in Brazil's membership in the Antarctic Scientific Research Committee. The result of a partnership of two decades between CNPq, which is charged with the scientific component of the program, and the Navy, responsible for logistics, PROANTAR has joined forces with important national and international partners and achieved significant progress. However, there is still much to be discovered, learned and researched in this scenario. Currently, PROANTAR encompasses more than twenty research groups that are working in the task of monitoring the global impacts of environmental alterations on the Antarctic region, as well as the impacts consequent upon their research activities in the polar region. This program operates under the auspices of the Ministry of Defense and is a component of the PPA. The role reserved to CNPq is that of Fostering Development of Research in the Antarctic. 

As the 7th closest country to the Antarctic, Brazil has increased the attention it gives to the frozen continent. In 2003, 22 Brazilian research groups will operate in the Antarctic with the support of national and foreign institutions. Among the studies they plan to carry out, mention should be made of research into the climate and geography of the continent and its impacts on South America as well as the impacts caused on the environment by the activities of Brazilian scientists, tourists and support personnel in that region of the world.
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