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CNPq: beyond the limits
The demands of the new economy: creativity and experimentation

Ensuring the quality and competitiveness of national products and services is an essential prerequisite not only for meeting the needs of an increasingly larger and more demanding internal market, but also for guarantying that Brazil will be able to carve out and consolidate a solid position for itself on the international market. Today's highly competitive dispute for market space demands formulation of alternative and creative strategies, as well as the courage to cope with what is new.

It has been precisely with this objective in mind that MCT's Innovation for Competitiveness Program has sought to stimulate technological development and incorporation of new knowledge into the nation's productive system. In the context of this program, CNPq's role is to grant scholarships to projects with essentially technological/business characteristics. The goal of this program is to improve the quality standards of research, products, processes and services so as to make them compatible with the market profile which, in turn, has been developed on the basis of the characteristics of the globalized economy.

This area of activity stresses the sectors of Agribusiness, Biotechnology, Information Science, Basic Industrial Technology, Precision Industrial Engineering, Fine Chemistry, Petrochemical-based Chemistry and Energy, all of which are relevant to Brazilian industrial development.

In 2001, 3,672 Innovation for Competitiveness scholarships were granted. This number is higher than the target of 1,700 scholarships originally specified in the government's Pluriannual Plan (PPA). The original goal was surpassed thanks to the partnership formed with private institutions that have begun investing in research in order to potentialize their output and gain a foothold on the world market.
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