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CNPq: beyond the limits
The major instrument available to society in its quest to create individual and collective growth opportunities is the production of knowledge which, in turn, must respond adequately to social and economy demands, while adapting to the conditions required for the preservation of the environment and nature. Investments in Science, Technology and Innovation (ST&I) stand as an almost foolproof path toward progress, while making it possible for a nation to design the strategies demanded to achieve a process of sustainable development. The results generated by support to research efforts have direct repercussions on the quality of life of the citizenry and the growth pace of the nation's economic activity.

With more than 50 years of experience in support of Brazilian research, the National Council of Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq) participates directly in the preparation of researchers - holders of masters and doctoral degrees and specialists in a variety of fields. At the same time, by constantly seeking to enhance the quality and scope of its activities, CNPq is clearly one of the primary sources of incentive to ST&I development.

Over the course of its history, one of the major results of CNPq investments has been preparation of approximately 22 thousand holders of doctoral degrees and 72 thousand with the rank of masters. When one considers that Brazil now has a total of about 30 thousand holders of doctoral degrees working in the country, it is easy to perceive the importance of the Council's contribution to raising the nation's level of competence.

In the 1990s, the nation generated a total in the range of 1,400 holders of doctoral degrees per year, compared to approximately 6,400 in 2001. In this framework, CNPq has entered the millenium with even greater responsibility as the major catalyst of initiatives designed to stimulate research development. In these efforts, the Council has prioritized the following areas:

· Leading edge research occupies a position of enormous importance and strategic potential in the world. Here, it should be noted that Brazilian researchers have played an outstanding role in studies of the genome;

· Research with direct impacts on the productive sector invests in the preparation of human resources, in the pursuit of the technological innovation and development required for economic growth;

· Research with social ramifications targeted to the generation of knowledge capable of producing practical solutions to the innumerable problems inherent to a developing society marked by grave economic, regional and social inequalities; and

· Research aimed at studying and preserving the environment as demanded for the strategic management of a country gifted with a wealth of biodiversity, with priority on preserving natural resources and thereby improving the quality of human life and survival.

CNPq is charged with implementation of measures involving ten programs specified in the Pluriannual Plan (PPA) under the responsibility of the Ministry of Science and Technology (MCT), together with activities in the name of the Ministry of Defense (MD), Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME) and Ministry of Development, Industry and Foreign Trade (MDIC- Brazil Design Program).

Read more:
Investing in the future
Toward digital inclusion
The demands of the new economy: creativity and experimentation
The development trajectory
Development genes
Science in the rural environment
ST&I for all
Health research
Exploring the frozen continent
The sea, an inexhaustible source of discoveries
S&T at the service of the environment
Cheap nonpolluting energy for all
Organize, plan, evaluate... Build!
Awards
The Lattes Platform
International cooperation toward advanced integration
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President of the CNPq
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Directors of the CNPq
Albanita Viana de Oliveira
Celso Pinto de Melo
Gerson Galvão

National Council of Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq)
SEPN 507, Bl. B, Edifício Sede CNPq CEP 70740-901 - Brasília-DF
Phone: (61) 348-9000 Fax: (61) 348-9478

http://www.cnpq.br/index.htm
Communications Advisory Staff - CNPq 
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