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CNPq: beyond the limits
Awards

At the roots of its efforts to develop S&T in Brazil, one of CNPq's major priorities is that of encouraging individual research efforts. In doing this, the Award System is a major tool for attracting public recognition of the quality and importance of the researcher. These awards are used to encourage new talents, while acknowledging the accumulated contributions of those who have long years of experience in the field.

Young Scientist Award

Considered one of the most important awards of its type in Latin America, the Young Scientist Award was created in 1981 and is the result of a partnership among CNPq, Gerdau and the Roberto Marinho Foundation. The Award, which has always concentrated on themes of current interest, has the fundamental objective of stimulating new research talents in the pursuit of simple solutions to day-to-day problems.

The Young Scientist Award is divided into the categories of students, graduate researchers, institutional merit and research councilors. By concentrating on specific themes, the awards are always unique and provide each of those honored with an addition to their careers that is truly singular in the history of the award.

Young Scientist of the Future Award

Based on the success of the Young Scientist Award, the Young Scientist of the Future Award was created in 1999 and is granted to three secondary school students classified in a national competitive process. The same partnership among CNPq, Gerdau and the Roberto Marinho Foundation is responsible for the award which has the objective of giving due attention to another category of the Young Scientist Award. The overall aim is to encourage research as an instrument of learning and production of knowledge, while attempting to awaken interest in scientific and technological careers among Brazilian youth

José Reis Scientific Dissemination Award

When originally created, this award was granted every two years to scientists designated by a Selection Committee. In 1982, the José Reis Scientific Dissemination Award became an annual event. The three current award categories were created in 1983: Scientific Dissemination, Scientific Journalism and Institution. Since 1995, the Award has been granted on a rotating basis to just one of these categories in each year.

The Award was first granted in 1978 by CNPq as a tribute to Professor José Reis, a pioneer in the work of scientific publication in Brazil. José Reis was a medical doctor, researcher, journalist and educator who had enormous influence on various generations, leading them to the conviction of the need for multiplying the store of knowledge. Right up to his death in May 2000 at the age of 94, Professor José Reis was active in disseminating scientific knowledge, an effort that he had begun in 1947, twenty year after receiving his first award as one of the best students of the renowned Pedro II Secondary School.

Érico Vannucci Mendes Award

The Érico Vannucci Mendes Award is reserved to those who have carried out studies on Brazilian Culture and, in this way, aided in preserving what is termed the National Memory: folk traditions and cultural traits of minority ethnic and social groups. Traditionally, the person honored with this award receives travel tickets and expenses to participate in the annual meeting of the Brazilian Society for the Progress of Science (SBPC). The winner has the opportunity to present his work during the meeting and is granted a cash award.

Created in 1988 by Marta Vannucci as a tribute to her son - Érico Vannucci Mendes, a well-known scholar and defender of Brazilian culture - the Award is an incentive to researchers who desire to work in this field. Having recognized the importance of this Award, CNPq assumed the commitment to manage and disseminate information on the entire award process.

Admiral Álvaro Alberto Award for Science and Technology

The Admiral Álvaro Alberto Award was created in December 1980, as recognition and an incentive to Brazilian researchers and scientists who have contributed to the development of S&T.

Known up to 1986 as the "National Science and Technology Award", it was transferred by Decree to the Ministry of Science and Technology in the same year and renamed the "Admiral Álvaro Alberto Award", in honor of the first president of CNPq.
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