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OUTLINE OF ACADEMY PROGRAMMES

The Academy has developed strong core programmes in four principal areas:
· Mobilization and strengthening of the African scientific community in Africa; 

· Publication and dissemination of scientific materials; 

· Research, development and public policy; 

· Capacity building in science and technology 

(a) Mobilization and strengthening of the African scientific community comprises four projects:
-The Network of African Scientific Organizations (NASO)
-Profiles and Data Bank of African Scientists and Scientific Institutions
-Specific Assistance to Regional Scientific and Professional Associations
-Prizes and Awards
(b) Academy Science Publishers (ASP) 
(c) Research, development and public policy comprises the following projects:
· The Special Commission on Africa (SCA) includes Regional and Economic Integration in Africa and Internal Conflicts, Peace and Development in Africa 

· Drought, Desertification and Food Deficit (DDFD) 

(d) Capacity building in science and technology includes the following projects:
· Capacity Building in Forestry Research (CBFR) 

· Capacity Building in Soil and Water Management (SWM) 

· Management of Environment and Natural Resources 

· National Forestry Programmes (NFP) Initiative for Africa 

In addition, the Academy carries out sensitization missions; organizes meetings, symposia and workshops; and collaborates in projects with other organizations with similar objectives. 
SOME OF THE SPECIFIC PROGRAMMES/PROJECTS

1. CAPACITY BUILDING IN FORESTRY RESEARCH (CBFR)
a) Young Scientists' Fellowship Programme
The Academy's Capacity Building in Forestry Research (CBFR) programme was officially launched in 1991. The CBFR programme has been implemented so far in three phases. These are as follows:

Phase 1: Covered the period of 1991 to 1993. During this first phase, the programme was implemented as a selective and competitive grant system that awarded 35 research grants to individual or group of individual scientists to carry out forestry training and research in Africa.

Phase 2: Covered the period of 1994 to 1997 and consisted of an umbrella programme: The Junior Scientists' Fellowship programme where over 35 grants were awarded while under Senior Scientists' Fellowship programme commissioned studies, symposia and seminars were organized Africa-wide on relevant subjects such as Forestry Policy in Eastern and Southern Africa, Non-Forest Timber products, Biodiversity in African Landscape e.t.c.

Phase 3: Covered the period of 1998 to 2001 and consisted of a twin programme: The Junior Scientists' Fellowship Programme was implemented and over 35 research grants were awarded. A Directory of the Academy junior scientists' programme is under finalization. This document will provide a comprehensive listing of all recipients of the Academy forestry grants. 

b) African Forestry Research Network (AFORNET)

The African Forestry Research Network (AFORNET) replaced the senior scientists fellowship programme under CBFR. AFORNET was officially launched in 1997 as part of CBFR Phase III. The launching started with pre-feasibility study by 6 consultants and then launching of the Network as well as its Logical Framework at a meeting held in Harare, Zimbabwe in 1998.

Under AFORNET, three (3) eco-regional nodes were established as follows:

(i) Eastern and North Eastern eco-regional node based at The Kenya Forestry Research Institute (KEFRI) Nairobi, Kenya;
(ii) Southern Africa eco-regional node based at the Forestry Research Institute of Malawi (FRIM); and
(iii) West and Central Africa eco-regional node based at the Forestry Research Institute of Ghana (FORIG) Kumasi, Ghana.

Under the current phase of AFORNET, two (2) research grants were awarded to the following senior scientists:

(i) Dr. Joe Cobbinah et al for their research on "Development of an Integrated Strategy for Reduction of Shoot Borer Impact on African Mahogany in The Tropical Humid Forest of Africa" and
(ii) Dr. Esron Munyanziza et al for their research on "Useful Mushrooms of the Miombo Ecozone: Contribution to Rural Economy, Food Security and Global Biodiversity".

Both programmes, Young Scientists' Fellowship and AFORNET, of CBFR are supported by SIDA/SAREC. 


2. NATIONAL FORESTRY PROGRAMMES (NFP)

The Academy's National Forestry Programme, which is in its third year of implementation focuses on:

(i) Advocacy for forestry policy;
(ii) Promotion and support for national forest programmes as a framework for sustainable forest management; and
(iii) Participatory training of key actors on the new paradigm for forest management. In this exercise, the AAS has signed agreements with 16 African governments representing the five geographical regions of the continent including Francophone and Anglophone areas. 

The project has been supported by the Eurorpean Union (EU) and Department for International Development (DFID). 
3. SOIL AND WATER MANAGEMENT (SWM)

This programme was a result of the AAS Fact Finding mission of Desertification Drought and Food Deficit (DDFD), which clearly suggested the need for action on soil and water management in the continent as a response to DDFD. 

Phase I: Competitive grants were awarded for research in SWM all over Africa. 

Phase II: Focused on training students at the postgraduate (MSc degree) level in SWM in 15 countries in Southern and Eastern Africa. 

Both phases were funded by the government of Norway through Norwegian Agency for Development (NORAD).

The next phase is to focus on strengthening Networking centers of excellence in SWM in Africa. 

4. PRIZES AND AWARDS

Under the Awards and Entrepreneurship scheme, AAS has so far awarded three (3) prizes to four (4) scientists in Agricultural Biosciences over the past 8 years. These prizes covered the following topic areas: 

(i) "Host range of Rhizobium Strains, their tolerance and effectiveness under various ecological conditions" and "Bascillus thuringiensis in all strains and varieties";
(ii) "Understanding of Eucheuma, Hypnea and other species and successful introduction of seaweed farming to the rural Coastal Communities of Tanzania";
(iii) "Clarification of mycological taxonomy of a member of toxigenic fungi including the Genera, Fusarium, Diplodia, Phomopsis, Pithomuces and others" 
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