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African Academy of Sciences was founded on 6th July 1985 in Trieste, Italy, as an autonomous Africa-wide professional, non-political and non-profit making organization. The Academy’s mandate covers four main principal areas: mobilization and strengthening of the African scientific community; publication and dissemination of scientific materials; research development and policy; and capacity building in science and technology. 
Membership of the Academy consists of Founding Fellows, Fellows and Foreign Fellows. Fellows are elected from among active African Scientists who have attained the highest international standards in their work. Foreign Fellows are elected from among outstanding non-African scientists who have made a significant contribution to the development of science and its application in Africa. The current membership of the Academy stands at 125, of whom 120 are elected from 24 African countries and 5 are Foreign Fellows from 4 countries overseas. Starting with and initial annual budget of UD$20,000 in 1995, this budget has now grown to an annual average of US$2 million. The efforts of the Academy have been recognized in pan-African and international research and scientific arena as an organization that offers a wide range of capacity building programmes: an avenue for publishing and disseminating information relevant to the African scientist; and a medium and forum for exchange of ideas and information. 
The AAS is first and foremost an honorific society which honours and recognizes scientists who have made significant contribution to science in Africa and secondly, it is a programmatic organization, which develops, articulates, and implements definite strategies, programmes and projects with tangible results in pursuit of its objectives. During its first decade, AAS is proud to have achieved most of its objectives and to have carved out a niche for itself as a forum for intellectual and scientific discourse in Africa. These achievements have not been easy in a continent that is primarily an agrarian society and with many difficult conditions, resulting in drastic reduction of budgets in support of science and technology. The officers and staff of the Academy have worked tirelessly to develop programmes that cater for the needs of not only the scientists in the natural sciences but also those of the social sciences and which address among other issues, food security, regional integration and conflict resolution in Africa. 
The Academy’s vision in the 21st Century will incorporate new programmes that can stir up a rural scientific revolution in Africa. On the African scene, the Academy has been recognized by the umbrella organization of Africa, the African Union (AU) which has granted it an Observer Status. Beyond Africa, AAS has established links and collaboration with leading international organizations, private Foundations and Academies all over the world. Such relationships help the Academy to keep a tag on global trends. The AAS is a member of the Executive Committee of Inter-Academies Panel (IAP). The AAS is thus party to the IAP global (worldwide) programmatic activities in all areas of human endeavour. In this regard, the AAS is organizing a pan-African Advocacy workshop on Scientific Literacy Among Primary School Children and Illiterate Adults in the entire continent. 
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